
USING TWITTER IN FLOCK AND 

I NSTALLING TWHIRL  

This training presumes that you already have a Twitter account. See previous 

lesson if you havenôt yet signed up with Twitter. 

Once youôre done with it, at least you should have known how Twitter web site 

looks and operates. There are so many better ways to be using Twitter than coming 

back to the web site. The beauty of Twitter is that you donôt have to interrupt what 

you are doing to post something in it. Thatôs also the reasons why many other 

services fail.  

For example, there are two places you can add tweets from the Flock browser.  

USING TWITTER FROM FLOCKôS PEOPLE SIDEBAR  
The Flockôs People Sidebar can be accessed from the toolbar. 

 

This will open a sidebar in Flock where you can look at your Twitter, Facebook, 

Digg, YouTube and other social media accounts.  

What youôll see is pretty much like below. 



 

The list of tweets are available right away in the sidebar. You can post a new tweet 

by  clicking and typing in the field pointed in the second red arrow above. The 

functionality is built - in right into Flock.  

You can also use the Post Link  to post a link. It will automatically take you to your 

Twitter page with the recent URL automatically fi lled in. This may save some time 

but you can do betteré 

The problem with this is long urls donôt get truncated. The in-built Post Link  

feature doesnôt shorten the URL so it leaves no space for you to write comments. 

People wonôt click on messy URLs with no description.  

Note:  Perhaps you noticed it too, even though I adjust the size of the sidebar to 

the maximum, Iôm still not be able to see the whole tweet unless I hover over it. 

For me, that is quite annoying because it takes almost twice amount of time to  read 

it.  

SETTING UP TWITTERBAR 
A better way would be to use the Twitterbar to post URLs. So, letôs first set it up. 



 

(Your screen may look a bit different from mine because Iôm using an extension 

called All - in -One Sidebar to display the download, add -ons  and other dialog box all 

on the sidebar.  

Choose Tools  Ÿ Add -ons . Click on the Options (or Preferences in Mac) on the 

TwitterBar extension, like shown below.  

 

There are actually two modes for Twitter, secure and safe. Secure, which is on by 

default prompt s you for your username and password at the beginning of a 

browsing session whe you first post. You will not have to re -enter this for the 

current browsing session for every other post.  



Safe mode sets you username/password in the extension so you do not ha ve to log 

in at the start of every browsing session. This information is stored securely in 

password manager. The twitter API is a little weird, and there are times that it 

might still prompt you for your username/password even when using this option 

(most  likely to happen with your first ever post from the extension).  

Ed leaves it in secure mode. If you are not sharing the computer with anyone else, 

you should consider using the Safe Mode . 

The Before URL  option will prefix the URL with this phrase, which i s Currently 

Browsing: . You can change this if you want.  

The Open Twitter in new tab after posting  should be leaved unchecked. One of 

the greatest things about Twitter is that you donôt have to be taken away out of the 

flow of what you are doing. Perhaps yo u should enable it to see if it works for you 

and then turn that option off.  

Letôs repeat this again. One of the most important things in Twitter is the flow. You 

donôt have to be taken away from what you are doing right now. 

Finally, you donôt want to disable the Hide addressbar button  because apparently 

you want it to be there. Press Ok  to confirm the changes.  

Using Twitter canôt be simpler. You append your comment after the URL and hit on 

the green plus sign on the right hand side of it. It a lso shows you how many 

characters you have left.  

 

Soon you will get a successful message. Check to make sure your new post is 

there. (It will). Congratulations, you have tapped into the power and speed of micro 

blogging.  

TwitterBar is just for something y ou are currently browsing. Youôll use Twhirl for 

regular posting. Letôs set it up. 

I NSTALLING TWHIRL  
Twhirl  makes Twitter so usable, manageable and fantastic. It is built on the Adobe 

AIR platform, so it will work cross  platform.  

Click the Install Now  button.  

http://www.twhirl.org/


 

If you donôt have Adobe AIR on your computer yet, a message will show up to 

confirm installation of Adobe AIR along with Thwirl.  

 

Choose Yes . Up pops a dialog box showing the progress of the download.  

 

You will see warning after it is full downloaded, like the following.  



 

You want to install that, so choose Install . Next dialog box allows you to choose 

installation options.  

 

Proceed by clicking Continue . You will see a Software License Agreement  dialog 

box. To install the application, you need to confirm it by choosing I Agree . 


